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This is the first stop on the Romance
Reading Road Trip, kicking off in the
heart of the Midwest—where the prai-
ries stretch for miles, the wheat fields
glow golden at sunset, and romance
blooms in the most unexpected places.
Think golden-hour horseback rides,
swoon-worthy gravel-road night drives
under starlit skies, slow dances in rustic

barns, cozy coffee dates in sleepy small
towns... and the occasional snowed-in
kiss during a surprise blizzard.

Welcome aboard the Romance Reading Road Trip!
Buckle up for flirty books, unforgettable characters, and
scenic love stories set across the country. Let’s hit the
road!

This 1s your Romance Reading Road Trip Passport.
Check off states, track authors & your reads. You can

print this and write down all your notes. No wrong turns
on this trip!
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At the end of the Midwest leg of the Romance Reading Roadstrip,
you can be entered to win some books and bookish items... so make
sure to play along... how do you play along? Here’s the points por-
tal, so make sure to fill this out to track your points! https://forms.

gle/g8k1Dw77pd55]XxA8

* TFollow @wheretruelovestartshooks & @LillianJoubertWrites

* Support an Indie bookshop by purchasing from the Where
True Love Starts Book Shop at www.lifewritingwanderlust.
com/shop. You'll get points each time you shop. Also when you
purchase anything you'll get a collectible Romance Reading
Roadytrip postcard. (This changes when we travel to another
area like the South, East, or West coast, so you'll want these col-
lectibles!) Plus you’ll also get some other fun goodies. Amazon
never gives fun goodies!

* Share roadtrip posts on Instagram and make sure to tag us!
+25 points

¢ Comment on the roadtrip travel guides - blog posts at www.
lifewritingwanderlust.com +10 points

* Record a Reel featuring your favorite Midwest romance trope —
+50 points

*  Create your own roadtrip moodboard inspired by your favorite
Romance Reading Roadtrip tropes, and share to Instagram!
+20 points

* Tag a friend in the comments of a Romance Reading Roadtrip
post — 5 points per friend (max 100)

* Buy a Blind Date with a Book from the Where True Love
Starts Bookshop +25 points + a mystery bonus postcard




*  Print the roadtrip passport and take a pic. Share a cutesy pic
of it on instagram. +20 points

* Leave a review for a roadtrip book on Goodreads or Amazon.
+15 points. (Send us a picture of the review on our @wher-
etruelovestartsbhooks DMs on Insta.. +20 points per review)

* Host a mini book club or buddy read with a roadtrip book —
+30 points (Share photos or videos as proot?)

* Post a photo with your collectible postcard! +10 points

* Add one of our spotlighted authors to your monthly TBR and
post about it! +10 points

Here’s the points portal, so make sure to fill this out to track your
points! https://forms.gle/g8k1 Dw77pd55]XxA8

Then at the end of the Midwest leg of the journey we will have
the giveaway!! YAY for giveaways!



Welcome to Ohio!

Where Buckeyes aren’t just chocolatey treats—they’re also secretly
sweet heroes waiting to fall in love.

In the heart of the Midwest, Ohio is where Friday night lights meet
soft Sunday mornings. Picture a small-town diner with cinnamon
rolls the size of your face, a library with a hidden reading nook,
and a fall festival that just so happens to be the perfect place for
accidental hand-holding.

Whether it’s a stolen kiss at the county fair or a love confession in
a corn maze, romance in Ohio unfolds like a cozy blanket—unex-
pectedly warm, full of charm, and a little bit magical.

Tropes:

* Secret pen pals

* High school rivals, now teachers at the same school
* Love blossoms in a bookshop

*  Unexpected road trip romance

*  Widower dad + nanny (with a heart of gold)

Did You Know? Ohio is home to the world’s largest cuckoo
clock—and yes, it actually works! Nestled in the town of Sugar-
creek, a charming village in Ohio’s Amish Country, this 24-foot-tall
clock puts on a whimsical performance every half hour with music,
twirling dancers, and a giant cuckoo bird. It’s like stepping into a
fairytale in the middle of the Midwest!



Ohio Book & Photo Challenge:

PN RN

9.

Read a book with a barn or covered bridge on the cover

Fall for a fictional farmer, mechanic, or small-town hero

Make or eat Buckeye pie while reading

Visit (or dream of visiting) a cozy Ohio bookstore

Read a romance with a second chance or secret pen pal trope
Cozy up with a book at a coffee shop or on a front porch swing
Stargaze (real or fictional) with a swoony love interest

Take a photo with a scenic Ohio nature spot or book-themed
mural

Listen to your book’s playlist while on a long country drive

10. Pair your read with a homemade pie, kettle corn, or apple cider
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Welcome to Iowa!

Where the cornfields are endless—and so is the potential for a
meet-cute at the farmers market.

In Iowa, romance doesn’t need a big-city skyline. It blooms be-
tween rows of sweet corn, flutters during sunset drives down gravel
roads, and lingers in the pause before a kiss at the county fair.

Whether it’s a tractor pull or a town-wide potluck, Iowa proves you
don’t need fireworks for sparks to fly—just someone who brings you
coffee and remembers how you like your pie.

Tropes:

e Small-town charm

e Friends to lovers

* Farmer/city girl romance

e Harvest festival kisses

* Secret crush at the county fair

Did You Know?

Iowa is home to the world’s largest strawberry—but it’s not in a
field, it’s on top of a water tower! The tiny town of Strawberry
Point features a 15-foot-tall fiberglass strawberry that makes for a
quirky photo stop and the sweetest small-town welcome you’ll ever
see.



Iowa Book & Photo Challenge:
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Read a romance set on a farm, prairie, or in a cornfield town
Crush on a grumpy farmer or sunny farm girl

Read a book featuring a county fair or tractor ride

Make or eat something with sweet corn, rhubarb, or pie while
reading

Spot a red barn, windmill, or grain silo (real life or on a cover)
Visit the Field of Dreams movie site

Read by a window during a thunderstorm or sunset

Try a Midwest snack (puppy chow, scotcheroos, or Maid-Rites)
Read a romance with a childhood friends-to-lovers or small-
town return trope

10. Stop at a tiny town library or indie bookstore



Welcome to Michigan!

Where love stories roll in like waves—unexpected, refreshing, and
impossible to ignore.

From lakeside cabins to charming coastal towns, Michigan is

a romcom waiting to happen. Think bonfire beach dates, cozy
sweater weather strolls, and flirty glances over cherry pie in a sleepy
diner.

In Michigan, the air smells like pine and possibility. So dip your
toes in the Great Lakes, grab your favorite romance read, and let
the shoreline set the scene.

Tropes:

* Beach town romance

* Artist + gallery owner

* Mistaken identity (while on a writing retreat)
* Opposites attract (entrepreneur + librarian)
* The one that got away (and came back)

Did You Know? Michigan has more freshwater shoreline than
any other state in the U.S.—and the second most shoreline overall,
right behind Alaska! With over 3,200 miles of Great Lakes coast-
line, Michigan is basically the beach queen of the Midwest.



Michigan Book & Photo Challenge:

1.
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Read a romance set by a lake, in a harbor town, or on an
island

Swoon over a bearded lighthouse keeper or reluctant small-
town hero

Read a scene with a boat ride, bonfire on the beach, or snow-
storm kiss

Eat or bake a Michigan cherry pie or a pastie while reading
Spot a Great Lakes reference or Michigan town in a book
Visit Mackinac Island, Traverse City, or the Upper Peninsula
Read by the water with a blanket, book, and thermos of
something warm

Pick a romance with a second-chance love or grumpy x sun-
shine trope

Take a book photo with a lighthouse or sailboat.

. Listen to waves (real or playlist) while reading your romance

novel




MINNESOTA

Welcome to Minnesota!

Where love 1s served hot—right alongside the tater tot hotdish.

Minnesota isn’t just the land of 10,000 lakes—it’s the land of
10,000 chances to fall in love. Think cabin weekends that start with
friendly rivalry and end with someone whispering "you betcha"
under the stars. Cozy flannel layers. A shared thermos of cocoa at
the winter carnival. Ice skating hand-in-hand before the Zamboni
rolls out.

Here, romance comes with snowflakes in your lashes and slow-burn
tension at the summer county fair.

Tropes:

* Snowed-in together

*  Grumpy/sunshine (he’s broody, she bakes banana bread)
* (abin getaway romance

* Slow burn + cinnamon roll hero

* Enemies to lovers (at the annual hockey fundraiser)



Minnesota Book & Photo Challenge:

1. Read a romance set in a lake town, cabin, or Scandinavian-in-
spired village

2. Swoon over a flannel-wearing fisherman, lumberjack, or quiet

artist

Read a book with snow;, ice skating, or a winter cabin scene

Make or eat lefse, hotdish, or wild rice soup while reading

Spot a Minnesota landmark or town name in your book

Visit Duluth, Stillwater, or the North Shore

Read wrapped in a quilt with a mug of coffee, cider, or cocoa

Choose a book with a “nice girl-next-door” or “stoic softie”

romance trope
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9. Take a bookish photo in front of a lake, pine trees, or snowy
window

Did You Know? Minnesota’s
Voyageurs National Park is one of
the few national parks where you
explore by boat instead of by foot!
The park is a maze of intercon-
nected lakes and waterways used

F A R M E R S by French-Canadian fur traders—
lled voyageurs—in the 1700s.
MARKET "

You can still paddle through the
same wild, water-bound paths un-
der a sky so dark it’s been named
an International Dark Sky Park,
making it one of the best places in
the U.S. to stargaze and catch the
Northern Lights!
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Welcome to Indiana!

Where hearts race faster than the Indy 500—and love takes the
scenic route.

In Indiana, romance is a slow burn with a fast heartbeat. Bonfire
nights, cozy porches, second chances. The kind of love that sneaks
up on you between harvests and hometown parades.

So whether it starts in a college town or a sleepy village, Indiana
has a way of turning "just friends" into forever.

Tropes:

* Best friends to lovers

* Athlete + bookish heroine

*  Meet-cute at the farmers market

* Accidental roommates (thanks to a mix-up at a fall festival)
* Blue-collar hero / girl-next-door

Did You Know? Indiana is home to one of the largest sand dune
systems in the Midwest—right along Lake Michigan! The Indiana
Dunes National Park boasts over 15,000 acres of beach, forest, and
shifting dunes, with some dunes rising over 200 feet high. It’s a wild
and sandy escape just an hour from Chicago!



Indiana Book & Photo Challenge:

BN

Read a romance set in a Midwestern town or rolling farmland
Swoon over a veteran, pastor’s kid, or gritty single dad hero
Read a scene with a county fair, bonfire, or church potluck
Make or eat a slice of sugar cream pie (Indiana’s official state
pie!)

Spot a mention of Indianapolis, Bloomington, or a fictional
Indiana small town

Read a love story with a faith element, family legacy, or home-
coming theme

Snap a photo with your book near a red barn, grain silo, or
sunset field

Choose a romance with a best friend’s brother, reformed rebel,
or second-chance trope

Visit Brown County during fall foliage

. Listen to a romance audiobook while driving through cornfields
or on a scenic route




MISSOURI

Welcome to Missouri!

Where love stories are as winding as the Ozark roads—and just as
breathtaking.

You might fall in love on a float trip, or over an argument about
BBQ). Expect bluegrass concerts under the stars, bookstore kisses in
St. Louis, and surprise reunions in riverfront towns.

Missourt 1s the twist in the story you didn’t see coming—but need-
ed all along,

Tropes:

*  Summer fling turns forever

* He’s her brother’s best friend

* Love triangle at the family lake house

* Secret songwriter trope

*  Unexpected proposal at a float trip gone wrong

Did You Know? Missouri is home to over 7,000 caves, earning it
the nickname “The Cave State.” From massive underground rivers
to crystal-covered chambers, Missouri’s caverns are some of the
most diverse in the country—perfect for adventurers.



Missouri Book & Photo Challenge:

1. Read a romance set in the Ozarks, a river town, or wine coun-
try

2. Swoon over a cowboy, musician, or grumpy carpenter renovat-
ing a small-town inn

3. Read a scene with a summer festival, barn dance, or front
porch heart-to-heart

4. Make or eat gooey butter cake, toasted ravioli, or Kansas City
BBQ while reading

5. Spot a mention of St. Louis, Branson, or a Mississippi River
crossing

6. Read a romance featuring a family feud, hidden talent, or sassy
small-town heroine

7. 'Take a bookish photo with a vineyard, mural, or flowering
dogwood

8. Choose a trope like second chances, runaway bride, or ene-
mies-to-lovers in a historic town

9. Listen to jazz, country, or blues while reading (extra points if
it’s live!)

10. Visit the Gateway Arch or a riverboat cruise for two



Welcome to Illinois!

Where love stories are as layered as a deep-dish pizza—and just as
satisfying.

Illinois is where city sparks and country charm collide. Meet-cu-
tes in Chicago coffee shops. Late-night porch talks in rural towns.
Cubs fan meets Sox fan.

Whether you're team small-town or skyscraper, one thing’s for sure:
love lives here—and it’s probably holding a slice of pizza, asking
you to take a chance.

Tropes:

* Big city romance (Chicago edition)

* Second chance love in a small town

*  Office romance with rival news anchors
* Rich boy / working class girl

Did You Know? In the town of Casey, Illinois, you’ll find more
than a dozen “World’s Largest” items—including a giant mailbox
you can climb into, a rocking chair, knitting needles, and even a
pitchfork! It’s a small town full of whimsy and world records, mak-
ing it a must-stop for quirky road trippers and selfie lovers alike.



Illinois Book & Photo Challenge:

1.

Read a romance set in Chicago, a small Illinois town, or prairie
farmland

Fall for a city slicker or a down-to-earth farmboy—or better
yet, both in one book!

Read a love story with a coffee shop meet-cute, elevator kiss, or
big city breakup

Make or eat deep dish pizza, Garrett’s popcorn, or a slice of
apple pie while reading

Spot a mention of Chicago’s skyline, Route 66, or Abraham
Lincoln sites

Read with your book by Lake Michigan or walk the Chicago
Riverwalk

Choose a trope like opposites attract, big city girl + small-town
guy, or fake relationship

Snap a photo with your book in front of a skyscraper, sunflower
field, or historic main street

Attend a book fest, art fair, or fall farmers market

. Listen to jazz, lo-fi beats, or ambient city sounds while reading

your Illinois-set romance




Welcome to South Dakota!

Where wide skies, wild hearts, and wandering souls find their way
back to love.

In the land of painted canyons and prairie winds, South Dakota 1is
where rugged beauty meets quiet tenderness.

Whether it’s a sunrise horseback ride that leads to something more
or a hometown crush rekindled at the Sturgis street dance, South
Dakota romance is as bold as the bison and as steady as a moun-
tain pine—unshaken, untamed, and unforgettable.

Tropes:

* Cowboy + career woman

* Amnesia / lost memories on the prairie

* Childhood friends rekindling in adulthood

*  Working on a ranch together = forced proximity

* Rugged loner + sunshine teacher (bonus: one horse, two peo-

ple)

Did You Know? South Dakota is one of the best places in the
world to find dinosaur fossils! Near the town of Faith is where the
most complete Tyrannosaurus rex ever discovered—nicknamed
Sue—was unearthed in 1990. You can now visit Sue’s skeleton at
the Field Museum in Chicago, but her bones tell a story that start-
ed right in South Dakota’s soil.



South Dakota Book & Photo Challenge:

1.

Read a romance set near the Badlands, Black Hills, or on the
open prairie

Fall for a cowboy, rancher, or park ranger with a past

Read a scene with a bonfire under the stars, rodeo, or horse-
back ride

Make or eat chili, fry bread, or kuchen while curled up with a
book

Spot a mention of Mount Rushmore, Custer State Park, or
Spearfish Canyon

Read a love story with themes of healing, solitude, or found
family on the frontier

Snap a photo of your book with wildflowers, bison, or rugged
rock formations

Choose a romance featuring a grumpy loner + sunshine hero-
ine or childhood friends reunited

Visit a small-town festival, powwow, or western art gallery

. Listen to acoustic folk, wind in the grass, or country love songs

while reading.




NORTH DAKOTA

Welcome to North Dakota!

Where the skies stretch wide, the hearts run deep, and the love
stories feel like home.

Out here, time slows down. There’s room to breathe, room to heal,
and—most importantly—room for romance to sneak up on you
when you least expect it. Maybe it’s on a hay bale under the stars,
or during a heated argument over how to drive stick.

In North Dakota, love isn’t flashy—it’s faithful. It’s the quiet kind

of love that builds barns, brews coffee at 6 AM, and always comes
back.

Tropes:

* Stoic cowboy softens trope

* Second chance romance

* Healing through horses / ranch rehab romance

* TForced proximity on the farm

* City girl in the country (and she wasn’t ready for the charm)

Did You Know? North Dakota produces more honey than any
other state in the U.S.! Thanks to endless fields of blooming clover
and wildflowers, the bees here stay busy.



North Dakota Book & Photo Challenge:

1. Read a romance set on the prairie, in a ghost town, or near the
Badlands

2. Tall for a quiet cowboy, single dad, or soft-hearted rancher with
secrets

3. Read a story featuring horse therapy, fieldwork, or a North
Dakota snowstorm

4. Make or eat lefse, hotdish, caramel rolls, or knoephla soup
while reading

5. Spot a mention of Medora, Theodore Roosevelt National Park,
or Fargo

6. Cozy up with your book while watching the northern lights or a
Dakota sunset

7. Choose a trope like grump x sunshine, enemies to lovers, or city
girl meets ranch life

8. Snap a book photo with wild horses, bison, or golden wheat
fields

9. Visit a frontier museum, small-town diner, or county fair

10. Listen to the wind across the plains or acoustic country-folk
while flipping pages




WISCONSIN
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Welcome to Wisconsin!

Where love 1s aged to perfection—just like the cheddar.

Romance here comes with flannel shirts, Friday night fish boils,
and unexpected sparks over cranberry pie. You’ll find it in the back
booth of a supper club, or dancing in a snowstorm at a holiday
market.

Whether it’s a city-girl-meets-dairy-farmer or two old flames re-
united at a Packers party, Wisconsin proves romance is better with
cheese, laughter, and a little bratwurst bravado.

Tropes:

* Opposites attract (cheesehead + food blogger?)

* Love triangle at the supper club

* Holiday romance (with snow, bratwurst, and meddling grand-
mas)

* Fake dating to survive a family reunion

* Reunited at the county fair (bonus: butter carving backdrop)

Did You Know? Wisconsin is home to the world’s largest cranber-
ry festival—and during harvest, the bogs are so red they look like
floating berry carpets! Held every fall in Warrens, it’s peak small-
town charm with cranberry marsh tours, pie-eating contests, and
cozy autumn magic.



Wisconsin Book & Photo Challenge:

1.

Read a romance set in a cabin, lakeside town, or forested vil-
lage

Fall for a fisherman, flannel-wearing carpenter, or grumpy
Midwestern baker

Make or eat cheese curds, kringle (pronounced kring-lee), or
cream pufls while reading

Spot a mention of Door County, Madison, Milwaukee, or the
Dells

Choose a trope like slow burn in a small town, friends-to-lovers,
or hidden identities

Snap a bookish photo with fall leaves, snowy woods, or a Great
Lake backdrop

Visit a cozy supper club, Christmas market, or lakeside inn
Listen to acoustic folk, bluegrass, or holiday jazz while diving
into your book




NEBRASKA

Welcome to Nebraska!

Where love grows deep—Tlike roots in the prairie—and surprises
bloom in the quiet.

You don’t expect to fall in love in Nebraska... and then you do.
Maybe it’s in a bookstore in a blink-and-you-miss-it town. Maybe
it’s while stargazing in silence.

Love here is steady. Soulful. Deep. Nebraska love stories are the
ones that stay with you.

Tropes:

*  Quiet cowboy / emotionally repressed hero

*  Widowed heroine finding new love

* Marriage of convenience (inherit the land, fall in love for real)
* Slow burn across seasons

* Soulmate-next-door (but they never noticed... until now)

Did you know? Nebraska played a HUGE role in the creation
of the Transcontinental Railroad! In fact, Omaha, Nebraska was
chosen as the starting point for the Union Pacific Railroad in
1863. From there, workers laid track westward across the Great
Plains—enduring harsh conditions, buffalo stampedes, and even
attacks—until they met the Central Pacific line from California in
Promontory Summit, Utah, in 1869. This connection transformed
the U.S. forever, making coast-to-coast travel and commerce faster,
safer, and more efhicient than ever before.



Nebraska Book & Photo Challenge:

1.

Read a romance set on the prairie, a ranch, or in a railroad
town

Fall for a weathered cowboy, quiet vet, or determined farmgirl
Read a book with a storm shelter scene, county fair, or windmill
backdrop

Make or eat Runzas, buttery corn on the cob, or a slice of rhu-
barb pie while reading

Spot a mention of Omaha, Lincoln, or Chimney Rock in the
story.

Choose a romance with grit meets grace, found family, or gen-
erational land struggles

Snap a book photo near golden fields, wind turbines, or a sun-
set grain silo

Read beside a campfire, front porch swing, or tucked in a pick-
up truck with a blanket

Listen to country ballads, prairie wind, or a romance audio-
book on a long drive

10. Visit a quiet small town, state fair, or wildflower trail




Welcome to Kansas!

Where the prairie winds whisper secrets—and romance rolls in like
a summer storm.

Kansas is where sparks fly over shared funnel cakes, dusty rode-
os, and corn maze flirts. Romance here is steady and strong, and
sometimes as wild as a wind-swept kiss in the middle of a thunder-
storm.

So hold onto your hat—this might be the beginning of your heart-
land happily ever after.

Tropes:

» Strangers forced to work together

* Single parent + teacher romance

*  Grumpy rancher + chatty vet tech

*  “There’s only one bed in the storm shelter”

* High school sweethearts reunited at a wedding

Did You Know? Kansas is home to the geographic center of the
contiguous United States—marked by a stone monument near the
tiny town of Lebanon. It’s a peaceful, prairie-surrounded spot that
feels like the literal heart of America.



Kansas Book & Photo Challenge:

1.

10.

Read a romance set on the plains, in a dusty small town, or
near a wheat farm

Fall for a stoic rancher, bookish cowboy, or sunny small-town
baker

Read a story with a twister warning, tornado shelter confes-
sion, or sunflower field kiss

Make or eat bierocks, homemade jam, or a slice of peach cob-
bler while reading

Spot a mention of Topeka, Wichita, or the Wizard of Oz in
the story

Choose a trope like grumpy x sunshine, girl-next-door, or re-
turning home to the family farm

Snap a photo of your book near a sunflower field, red barn, or
rustling wheat

Read during a prairie thunderstorm, or under a big open sky
full of stars

Listen to wind 1in the fields, classic country, or heartfelt ro-
mance audiobooks

Visit a historic town square, covered bridge, or Kansas sun-
flower trail




The Romance Reading Road Trip will be traveling to the
South next! Join in. Watch your emails for your Southern
States Romance Reading Road Trip Passport.



